
Excise Tax Advisory
Excise Tax Advisories (ETA) are interpretive statements issued by the Department of Revenue under authority of
RCW 34.05.230.   ETAs explain the Department’s policy regarding how tax law applies to a specific issue or specific
set of facts.  They are advisory for taxpayers; however, the Department is bound by these advisories until superseded
by Court action, Legislative action, rule adoption, or an amendment to or cancellation of the ETA.

ETA 442.12.142 CONVERSION DATE: July 1, 1998

FILM USED TO PRODUCE PORTRAITS

Issued October 15, 1971

Is use tax due upon film used in producing finished portraits and upon which no retail sales tax has
been paid?

Taxpayer, a photography studio, makes photographic film exposures for clients, processes the
negatives and produces finished portraits.  The negatives and proofs, though sold to the client, are stored
by taxpayer.  Use tax was assessed against the use of the negatives to which taxpayer objected on grounds
that the film, negatives, and proofs were for resale, and alternatively that they became a component of the
finished portraits.

The department ruled that use tax was properly assessed against the "use" of the film.

Purchases for resale are exempt only when there is no intervening use prior to the resale.  (RCW
82.04.050.)  Ownership of the film is not a determinative issue where the taxpayer enjoyed intervening use
thereof.

RCW 82.12.020 imposes use tax upon the "privilege of using . . . tangible personal property
purchased at retail or acquired by . . . bailment . . .", where the retail sales tax has not been paid.

Negatives are not a component or ingredient of the completed portrait inasmuch as the negative is
in no way a physical part of the portrait.

ETBS have been made Excise Tax  Advisories, and have retained their old
number.   Advisories with a 2 (plus three digits) are new advisories, ETBs that
have been revised and readopted after review under the Department’s regulatory
improvement program, or advisories that have been revised and/or readopted.

To inquire about the availability of receiving this document in an alternate format
for the visually impaired or language other than English, please call (360)753-
3217.  Teletype (TTY) users please call 1-800-451-7985.

Please direct comments to:
Department of Revenue
Legislation & Policy Division
P O Box 47467
Olympia, Washington 98504-7467
(360) 753-4161  eta@DOR.wa.gov
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